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Providing poor men and women with a 
chance to take control of their lives is the pur- 
pose of Our Voice. For six years now we have 
given opportunities to more than 1500 people 
in Edmonton who have found themselves liv- 
ing in poverty. 

Our Voice, is a project of Bissell Centre, 
and was founded in 1994 to empower people 
who were homeless or at risk of becoming 
so, as they work toward gainful employment 
and self-sufficiency. With more than a six-year 
history, the Our Voice organization has 
gained notoriety for honest news reporting 
and our unique approach to addressing 
poverty. 
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Our Voice has come a long way but needs 
more to be done and we cannot do it without 


you. Your tax-deductible financial contribu- 


tion will allow us to continue our commitment 
of helping the homeless/and the unemployed 
transition into gainful employment. 


Won't you please take a minute and send in 
your contribution today? Your giving and sup- 
portive spirit will not go unrecognized. 


Please send a cheque to 
Our Voice 10527-96 Street 
Edmonton AB. T5H 2H6 


Organization (if any): 
Phone: 


Your money will go toward: 


@ Helping with the printing costs of Our 
Voice. 

@ Computer and writing training for our ven- 
dors. 

@ Continued support and empowerment 
services for vendors. 
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poverty 


in action 


welve years ago, the House of 

Commons passed a resolution to 

eliminate child poverty by the 
year 2000. If children live in poverty it is 
because their parents live in poverty. 
Canada has not fulfilled its obligations 
to this commitment. 


In 1993, social programs in Alberta 
were cut drastically - 20% in SFI 
(Supports for Independence) alone - and 
they haven't been raised since. This in 
spite of the surplus of money the 
province has, and in spite of the fact 
that the cost of living has continued to 
escalate in this same period of time. 
Rents have skyrocketed and in one year 
the price of a market basket of food has 
gone up from $90 to $150 (Advisor) 

The poverty rate in Canada is 


16.9%. In — — the — : 


the one with the lar gest su rplu s, the 
poverty rate is 26%. The richest 
province, the largest poor population. 
Our surplus is larger than the budget for 
the whole of Saskatchewan, yet our wel- 
fare rate is the lowest in Canada. Our 
minimum wage is one of the lowest. 
Poverty in Alberta affects approximately 
300,000 people. 

Contrary to popular belief poverty is 
not limited to the inner city. There are 


pockets of poverty in every area. There 
are people who are homeless living a 
few nights at one relative's house, 
another few nights at friends. They 
move around so trying to get a true 
homeless count is impossible. Whole 
families are calling our offices, some- 
thing never heard of before, desperate 
because they're homeless. People 
become homeless for any number of 
reasons; downsizing, lack of work, 
death, divorce, desertion, a disability 
and no income, drugs and/or alcohol 
addiction, and turned down for any 
kind of assistance. 

Politicians brag about the number of 
people on assistance coming down in 
Alberta: that's because people are 


refused any assistance whether they tp re 


desperately jn need 0 


( PONTO 

ult jn Qui Kina I hoops 
before they're eligible for SFI benefits. 
Workforce programs push people into 
low paying, unsatisfactory jobs provid- 
ing cheap labour for the corporate sec- 
tor, the winners in all this. Other 
provinces look at Alberta and want to 
copy what we're doing - but at what 
expense? Obviously at the expense of 
our most vulnerable citizens, including 
our children! 

The feeling in Alberta seems to be 


Mis for murder 
Hate crimes 


Whyte Ave. Riots 


a Low Income Review 


that people on welfare are a drain on 
the taxpayers of this province. The sur- 
plus we have has come from the poorest 
people in the province. That's where all 
the cuts were made, from social pro- 
grams like social assistance, education 
and health. The poor pay taxes just like 
everyone else. The province wasted mil- 
lions trying to track down welfare fraud, 
which turned out to be a minimal 0.5% 
Tax fraud runs at about 20%. 

Once you're living in poverty, it's 
almost impossible to get out. Poverty in 
Action maintains that people who can 
work, do work, and people who don't 
work, can't work. A person may not be 
physically disabled, although that is 
one of the reasons for people living in 


povert but since the cosig of so oy 


tute. People with emotional problen 
find it impossible 
they don't have the self-confidence, 
motivation or the means with which to 
look for work. 


to get work because 


Trying to get out of poverty, even if 
you can work, is impossible. Chances 
are that anyone on social assistance will 
have to take a job at minimum wage, 
the lowest in Canada, and then have to 
pay childcare, transportation costs, 
clothing, health expenses, and any 
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number of other things. How is that pos- 
sible? They end up in a worse condition 
than when they started. 

There are a number of organizations 
like ours that fight for social justice 
issues, but politicians ignore us. The 
only time they pay attention is when 
the media makes enough noise to 
embarrass them into taking positive 
action. The media needs to start taking 
a stand on these issues and back us up 
so that changes will start to be made. In 
spite of the welfare programs being cut 
in 1993, and the cost of living being 
raised significantly, there has been 
nothing given back to the poor where it 
came from in the first place. And there 


doesn't appear to be any intention of 


doing so even now. 


the rise. Why hasn't this 
money been put back into the social 
programs instead of continually doing 
“needs” surveys. We already know the 
need. 


s obviously on 


DONNA LAPRETRE 


Poverty in Action Society 
10265 - 107 St. 
Edmonton, AB 
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On June 17, Mark Meggeson was 


found dead in his third floor room of 


the Lodge Hotel on Jasper Avenue. 
Brian Palm, who was taken to the hos- 
pital that evening with head injuries, 
died two weeks later in the hospital. 
Bruce Fox, another resident of the 
Hotel, spoke to Our Voice about Mark 
and Brian and about his feelings in 


the days that followed the deaths 


> 
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| survive because I'm not 
dead. | went and | got 
drunk. | went out and 
drank my face off one 
day and vented. It was 
my way of getting rid of 
the pressure of dealing 
with death. I've dealt with 
death before, but still for 
me, it doesn't make it 


any easier. 


riday night it was really loud. 

They were partying. Mark and 

Brian, a couple of these girls 
and some other guys, including the 
ones who ended up killing them. They 
were swinging nunchakus around in 
the hallway, you know. Noisy, aggres 
sive, you're wondering if they're going 
to come crashing through the door. By 
Saturday it was pretty wound up. So | 
left and when I came home on Sunday 
night around eleven o'clock to eleven- 
thirty, there were two cops there and 
the ambulance attendants. | saw Brian 
was being helped down the hallway, 
but I couldn't recognize him.He was 
walking right towards me. | was carry- 
ing stuff into my place. I looked at 
him: “Who is that?" I looked at him 
again: "Who IS that?" Then the ambu 
lance attendant said, "Come on, Brian 


let's go" I recognized nt then, I looked 
at him and said "God, that's Brian." He 
was blood from head to foot. Ther¢ 
wasnt one unsaturated piece OF Ci tn 
ing. His face was just destroyed. A lot 
more showed up and they sealed off 


the whole building. At five in the 
morning they took Mark out in a body 


bag. 


The forensic guys were there until 
almost three o'clock in the afternoon. 
They were saying there were two blood 
sources. The up - down pattern of the 
blood splatters occur when a person is 
struck with something. When the 
instrument hits the person, it breaks 
skin. The splatter goes down, there's 
blood on the weapon, you swing it 
back up again, the blood spatters, you 
swing down again...there's all the dif- 
ferent splatter patterns. 

Mark moved in about a year ago. 
He was intelligent, gregarious and 
— He said he = sige 


COMpULeL eave OF De just . 
a Over to listen to me play guitar. 


He was a nice guy, you know. Brian, I 
didn't know as well. He moved in 
about eight months ago _ that's 
yhen they really started partying. He 


M t yng bei good 


Partying and whoopin' it up. | didn't 
like him as ads as Mark, but, you 
know, he didn't deserve to die. 

It was foolishness. Word from one 
of the girls is that she'd stayed at 
Brian's and her boyfriend got jealous 
and that's why they got killed. You can 
believe it or not. It's kind of tough to 
tell what the motive was. It wasn't over 
drugs. Sure, they did pharmaceuticals 
and they drank too much, but it wasn't 
like a drug hit or anything like that. It 
was just foolishness. 

It had a profound effect on every- 
one there, you know, even on myself. 
Didn't sleep well and then it really hit 
home how delicate we are as human 
beings, the physical body. It's rugged in 
some ways, but then...just like that, 
you die. I mean, Mark, he was dead 
right off the bat. Brian you could talk 
to. He walked out of the building. Then 
he dies. It's a shock. 

I don't know what might have hap- 
pened if 1 had been in the building. | 
might have died. I'm not willing to see 
someone being beaten to death in the 
hallway. That's my home. It's a shitty- 
ass home, but it's my home. 

I survive because I'm not dead. | 
went and | got drunk. | went out and 
drank my face off one day and vented. 
It was my way of getting rid of the 
pressure of dealing with death. I've 
dealt with death before, but still for 
me, it doesn't make it any easier. Like | 
may be desensitized to more things in 


life, but when the taking of a life is 
pointless, without any heroism, no 
purpose to it whatsoever, it affects me. 
Still the fact is, it's them not me. 
Better them than me. It could happen 
at anytime. I knew that before. It's 
either live with it or die with it. The 
choice is pretty simple. I'm pretty tena- 
cious as an individual, but what can | 
do? Can I kill myself? For me that's not 
an option. And at the same time | feel 
safer than the average person. | don't 
hang around with aggressive assholes. 
I choose my companions very, very 
carefully. 1 don't let aggressive assholes 
into my home. If someone tried | 
would stop them...violently. Either that 
or be mowed over. I'm not a tough guy 
I'm not a mean guy, but it's my home 
I'm going to defend myself. 


How do | cope? I'm at peac 


p, your time’s up. That's my 
philosophy. At the same time I don't 
stick my head in the lion's mouth. | 
may live in a poor neighborhood or a 
poor building, but there are ways to 
minimize the risk. I choose my friends. 
If you're aggressive and violent I don't 
want to have anything to do with you. 
It's all over Edmonton, really, not just 
here. There's violence everywhere. It's 
not an inner-city condition; it's a 
human condition. 

You only have finite control in your 
life; you can be preventative. Living in 
a building like this, 1 don't have a 
choice. Right now my finances only 
allow me this. Mark and Brian partied 
with these guys. They drank together. 
But Mark was a peace lover. I never 
saw Mark fight once in the whole year 
he was here. I heard him trying to 
calm things down. Brian would toss 
into a fight, like a fistfight, though not 
killing someone. | don't think they saw 

if your-lite seems hopeless, how 
much is it worth? When you don't 
have much to lose...you're either the 
aggressor or the recipient of aggres- 
sion. 

| have some trepidation, but 


lightning has already struck. I'm still 
here, but I want to move. It's sad 
enough. On that floor, were putting 


flowers in front of the door. One of 
the guys is drinking more than usual. 
My neighbor is in shock. He's moving 
to Saskatchewan. It's death, it's our 
neighbors, it's our home. 

I was pretty shaky. | still haven't 
gotten over it. | mean, I walk past the 
door and it comes up. I wasn't there for 
the violence. I was only there for the 
aftermath. It looked like an abattoir. 

I'm on a fixed income. It's not with- 
in my means to move to a better place. 
Living in this environment for now is 
not a choice. What can I do about it? | 
can sit here and whine and snivel or | 
can adapt to my surroundings and try 
to be productive, and live as happy a 
life as possible within my particular 
means. Sure, it's horrible that some- 
body got murdered twenty-five feet 
from my door, but the fact is I must 
adapt. I must. | have no option. 
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factual 


fundraising 


letters to 
the editor 


phone message: 


"Hello Natasha, I want to make this point 
clear and factual. Native people are not 
going to change. It's white people who are 
going to have to conform. Native people 
have no problems living in their own land. 


How can a zebra come into a snake pit and 
expect to be a happy zebra. That goes the 
same for white people coming to native peo- 
ple. They made them bitter. They're not bit- 
ter people. Native people were happy. They 
didn't know anybody's rules. They had their 
own rules. You can't go around shittin' on 


giving back :: 


inger/actor Tom Jackson will 

be headlining in a one 
evening performance in 
Edmonton Friday, August 17 at 
Horowitz Theater in a fundraiser for 
the Whitestone Project, Giving Back 
to Children and Youth. This is 
Whitestone's second annual 
fundraiser to raise funds for five 
inner-city schools with approxi- 
mately 1,800 students. All funds 
raised will be 


the children are 


“N lot of people used to ensure 


inspire me, but ix 


well fed and 


proper 
materials for the 


it's incredible “s*""* 


"One out of 
eight school 


how | am children live in 


poverty and this 


inspired by the wy" oi 


Marcel Pelletier, 


courage of the "29:20 
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Manager for the 
Whitestone 


Jackson will 


__ lac 
live on the & ine’ & 


"1 Harmony and 
street." otha 
* Cunningham 
for an evening 
of entertain- 

ment suitable for the whole family. 
Jackson is best known as Chief 
Peter Kenidi on CBC's 'North of 60’. 
He says he was drawn to the Kenidi 
role for the character's leadership 
qualities, the same qualities that 

others recognize in Jackson. 

Although Jackson's music is his 
'first love’, he feels his true calling is 
to help people in need, people who 
are marginalized or ignored by the 


rest of society. 

Born on One Arrow Reserve in 
Saskatchewan and raised in 
Winnipeg, Jackson left school at 15 
to live on the streets for the next 
seven years. 

"A lot of people inspire me," says 
Jackson, "but it's incredible how | 
am inspired by the courage of the 
people who live on the street." 

Each year Jackson does two 
major cross-country fundraising 
tours. The Huron Carole Tour raises 
money for food banks across the 
country. In 1999, Jackson raised 
$285,000 in four weeks, all of which 
was donated to the Canadian 
Association of Food Banks. During 
the four-week Dreamcatcher 
Summer Tour, Jackson visits rural 
and urban communities across 
Canada with a message of empow- 
erment for communities suffering 
the loss of youth to suicide. 
Dreamcatcher was started after a 
fellow cast member on North of 60, 
Mervin Good Eagle, committed sui- 
cide in 1996, 

Jackson's dedication to charity 
has been recognized with honorary 
degrees at Laurentian University, 
University of Winnipeg, Universtiy 
of Victoria and Trent University. And 
in February, 2000 he was made an 
Officer of the Order of Canada. 


LinpA DuMONT 


Tickets for Giving Back to Children and Youth 
are available at TIX on the Square at Sir 
Winston Churchill Square for $40 for all 

seats. They are also available at the door. For 

more information, call Glenn at 424-9188. 


people, you know. You don't come into my 
place and expect me to change; you're 
going to have to change. You're in my place. 
Thank you very much. Amen.... I said that 
not because I believe in God, or anything 
like that.... but I know there's something in 
my life. I've always had that. I didn't need 


Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 


> 10527-97 Street, 
> Edmonton, AB 
> T5H 2H6 


> Email: ourvoice@bissellcentre.org 


> Fax: (780) 497-7077 


nobody to come and throw Christianity in 
my face, because we already knew that. We 
knew that. You didn't have to come and tell 
us that. We knew that. You just didn't listen. 


Jim LABOCANE 


editorial opinion 


random summer 
thoughts! 


don't know what it is about summer, 

the heat, maybe, the long days and 

short nights, the fact that my kids are 
out of school, reminding me of my child- 
hood summers when there was nothing to 
do but be - all those endless days of build- 
ing forts and mapping territories, wander- 
ing easily from one world to the next, 
Saturday matinees and espionage and 
intrigue with the neighbors (what were 
they hiding?), hunting helpless pigeons, 
and biking for miles just ahead of the 
storms. 


I don't know exactly what it is but sum- 
mer makes it difficult for me to think polit- 
ically. God knows I try, but the newsprint 
blurs and my mind slips idly off wandering 
first to the window and then out past that 
to the street beyond. The wind blows and 
I'm gone, up over the buildings... 

I'm grateful at these times for the peo- 
ple for whom summer is not an obstacle, 


like Ed the Ace, who came into the office in 
early July with four pages he had hand- 
written about his concerns with the Klein 
government and their treatment of people 
on AISH and welfare, or Dale Ferris, an 
endlessly energetic political force, deter- 
mined to start a new political party, or 
Bruce Fox, who was willing to talk about 
his experience with the proximity of vio- 
lent death. Jim Laboucane, who left me 
phone messages that could be transcribed 
into text, and the young man who writes 
his own unique world view under the 
name Relapse. 

All these people, plus the regulars: 
Theresa, Linda, Pieter, Len, John, and Cec, 
who never let me down, made this paper 
possible. It grew organically like so many 
summer things. I hope you enjoy it. It is 
full of interesting and passionate voices. 

I want to leave you with a poem, suit- 
able for summer memories 


NATASHA LAURENCE 
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remembering 


When there was air, when you could 
breathe any day if you liked, and if you 
wanted to you could run, | used to 
climb those hills back of town and 


follow a gully so my eyes were at ground 


level and could look out through grass as the stems 


bent their tensile way, and see snow 


mountains follow along, the way distance goes. 


Now | carry those days in a tiny box 


wherever | go. | open the lid like this 


and let the light glimpse and the glance away. 


There is a sigh like my breath when | do this 


Some days | do this again and again, 
RR Cent eee 


WILLIAM STAFFORD 


on protests 
and riots 


great deal has been written 
about the the Canada Day riots 
and the general spirit of hooli- 
ganism that prevailed that evening. The 
general sentiment is that the riot was a 
product of too many people mixed with 
too much booze. Having witnessed the 
event first-hand, I agree with this analy- 


SIS. 


About two months ago, | was fortu- 
nate enough to attend the FIAA demon- 
strations as a photojournalist. While in 
Quebec, I had the opportunity to meet 
some of the protesters and I learned to 
appreciate the seriousness with which 
they treated the issue of civil disobedience 
and confrontation. Demonstrators spent 
months preparing themselves for the 
protest rally. Strategies were developed to 
deal with potential confrontations. The 
result was for the most part a sober and 
peaceful response to the overwhelming 
force they were rallied against. The inci- 
dents of violence that did occur were insti- 
gated by only a small subset of the total 
number of people that attended the 
demonstration. The primary goal of the 
protesters was to deliver a political mes- 
sage not to wantonly destroy public prop- 


erty. 


In contrast, the Canada riots 
appeared to be driven by a different spir- 
it. The actions of rioters appeared to be 
spontaneous and fed by the frenzy of 
alcohol and misdirected emotion. There 
appeared to be no message and no 
attempts were made to peacefully resolve 
an escalating situation. 

On the surface, it is very difficult to 
distinguish the aftermath of a riot from a 
protest. The images are very similar: bro- 
ken windows, police arrests, property 
damage. It is unfortunate that the efforts 
of conscientious protesters are so easily 
confused with the unthinking frenzy of 
rioters. The political message gets lost 
when such comparisons are made. 

The challenge for legitimate demon- 
strators is to distance themselves philo- 
sophically and symbolically from rioters - 
to protest in a manner that is distinct 
from a riot. If they fail to do so, they will 
inevitably be painted with the same 
brush. 

Given the aftermath of the recent G8 
Summit, this issue is even more pressing. 
During this event, a 23-year-old Carlo 
Guiliani was killed by an Italian police 
officer. The stakes are getting higher and 
the opportunity for violence greater. It is 
time that the protest movement rethinks 
its approach, not only to avoid the loss of 
human life but to avoid the perversion of 
its message. 


PIETER DE Vos, JR. 
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So it really makes my 
day, when someone 
comes along and says 
a real thank you, you 
know the kind you can 
feel all the way down to 
your toes, and you 
have to say thank you 
back in the same way 


why don't you just shoot me? 


working cattle by three years, but do 
not ask for full time or heavy work 
until the horse's skeletal structure has 
finally matured at five years. Race 
horses are pounding around a track 
seven days a week at two years old and 
by five years a lot of them are dog food 
because of injuries to the cartilaginous 
ends of their long bones, which makes 
them unsuitable even for pleasure rid- 
ing after their short track caree! 

During the past month I have been 
talking to many students, both those 
who went into post-secondary right 
out of high school, and mature stu- 
ents going in to upgrade or are plan- 
ning a midlife career change. Many 
have to apply for student loans to do 
so. For all, the result is, after a period 
of training/education ranging from 
one year to twelve, student loans to 
repay. This is not a minor budget item, 
many of the people | talked to quoted 
a payment of four to five hundred dol- 
lars a month. 

For the many young people who 
are hoping a minor degree will get 
them a job, and finding it is not 
enough, this can mean repaying the 
student loan while working at mini- 
mum wage and short hours. This can 
be a crippling burden right at the 
beginning of their working lives. It 
doesn't get any better if they take too 
long in finding out that to get into 
their field they need a major degree 
and they run over the grace period for 
re-enrolling. Then they can find them- 
selves paying for one loan with a part- 
time job while they struggle to-study 


( 


or me as a vendor, 


on another. For mature individuals 
taking a chance on improving their 
job skills and marketability, going 
back to school can put their life sav- 
ings, assets and entire credit rating at 
risk 

Carmen Loiselle found that because 
she could not pay four hundred a 
month while working at a temporary 
retail job, and was barred from declar- 
ing bankruptcy, that as a consequence 
of proceeding through an Orderly 
Payment of Debt process, her credit 
rating was impacted and as a result 
she cannot get another student loan 
for another five years. At this point, 
after twenty years of experience in her 
field, she is in high demand as a vol- 
unteer, but without her Masters she 
cannot get a paying job in her field 
With every graduating class the entry 
level qualifications for any kind of pro- 
fessional job get higher. Another grad | 
talked to says she has to hold down 
three part-time jobs to make ends meet 
and as a consequence has no time to 
apply for the jobs in the field she stud- 
ied in. 

All the people I talked to had 
remarks about the tactics of Equifax, 
the government collection agency, 
describing the threatening letters, the 
abusive phone calls. | have had some 
contact with these people myself. They 
all seem to have studied at the Jerry 
Springer School of Charm. 

The whole problem seems to me to 
revolve around the premise that the 
banks that handle the money need to 
make a profit from the education 
process itself. The government seems to 
have bought in to the myopia of busi- 
ness with its focus on short-term gains 
and bottom line bean counting. Yes, 


there are education costs; however the 
long-term benefits of having a literate, 
critically discriminating, and intellec- 
tually skilled population will more 
than offset the education costs. What 
high tuition costs and high student 
loan repayments do metaphorically is 
overwork young horses before their 
bones have hardened enough, and 
eventually cripple them long before 
they have even reached adulthood. 

All the 
adulthood now will be consumers. 
They have been trained since child- 
hood. Inexpensive education and 
access to a good job market will give 
banks their interest payments and 
profits as grads buy houses, cars and 
other consumer goods. In the process 
this will energize the entire economy. 
Ruining young horses at the start of 
their life is one thing; they can always 
be shipped to the packing plant. 
Ruining young people at the start of 
their working life is another. For one 
thing, lacking packing plants for pro- 
cessing human tissue, as a society we 
will have to live with the issues of these 
individuals lives for a very long time. 

1 am one of those mature students 
who found that education was not the 
panacea and entry to the larger society 
I had hoped it would be. My student 
loan went into default and now the 
government is suing me. | don't really 
have anything to lose in this situation; 
I have no assets anyway, so I think this 
is a really good opportunity to drama- 
tize the issue of student debt with a 
well-publicized court case. I'll keep you 
posted as the thing progresses. 


young people reaching 


THERESA McBryan 


many of the real 
rewards of selling the 
paper are not monetary. 


Sure, | like the feel of my 
pocket filling up with 
loonies, toonies and quar- 
ters. I don't even mind it 
when somebody dumps a 
handful of nickels, dimes 
and pennies into my hand. | 
don't even count it, not 
there on the spot anyway. It 
all spends just the same. | 
like the feeling I get that at 
least I'm doing something to 
help my family have a few 
of the good things in life, 
because my regular govern- 
ment check doesn't even 
cover the basics anymore. 
It's not like I make a lot of 
money out on the corner. A 
bad day might not even 
cover more than the 
expense of paying for the 
papers, the bus fare, a coffee 
or two and the milk and 
bread I pick up on the way 
home. But at least I'm meet- 
ing people and getting to 
feel like a piece of the real 
world again. 

I've been lucky in the 
short time I've been vend- 
ing. Nobody has ever really 
hassled me about why | 
don't get a job, and even the 
cops say things like 'How's it 
going’, and ‘have a good 
day’. It kind of bugs me a 
little when people just dump 


change or a loonie on me 
and say, ‘Keep the paper. | 
don't have time to read it’, 
because part of why I'm out 
here is to help people come 
to grips with the issues and 
the fact that a lot of people 
just aren't going to make it 
without some outside help. 
If | wanted to panhandle, 
I'd do it. 

So I do little things for 
people, like open a door, or 
make some personal com- 
ment that helps them feel 
good. Basically, I'm out here 
to sell good feelings, and to 
put a positive layer over top 
of the downside. I can't 
make the world's problems 
go away, but at least | can 
help somebody feel good for 
a little while, at the same 
time helping them under- 
stand that while there's a lot 
of bad stuff in our world 
today we can do something 
about it. Doing all that has 
put in motion a process that 
is turning my life around 
and helping me rebuild my 
self-confidence and self- 
respect. 

So it really makes my 
day when someone comes 
along and says a real thank 
you, you know the kind you 
can feel all the way down to 
your toes, and you have to 
say thank you back in the 
same way, like I did when 
these two young ladies 
came up to me and asked 


the street 


goods 


me if I'd like a bag of food. I 
know I'm skinny and look 
chronically underfed, so 
maybe that's why they gave 
me this bag of groceries; 
milk, juice, muffins, a tin of 
red salmon (which I just 
love) and some bananas. It 
was really neat that they 
did that, but more than the 
food was the feeling that 
went with it that there really 
are people out there who 
really do want to do some- 
thing good for someone 
else. It helps me to believe 
that the world can be a bet- 
ter place. 

Just the other day, while 
I was vending the paper, a 
lady who had bought one 
earlier came up to me and 
handed it back, saying "I've 
already read the whole 
thing, so you can sell it 
again. And then she passed 
me a nice warm toasted 
bagel and a coffee, and | 
just had to say "God bless 
you, you really made my 
day" and that's not some- 
thing I say all that often 


and | don't say it lightly 
either. I could tell that my 
appreciation of what she 
had done meant something 
to her too, and there was 
this moment of total human 
connection that I'm sure left 
us both feeling like we could 
be (and are) somebody spe- 
cial. 

Just think for a moment: 
What could we do to bring 
moments like that into 
every daily human transac- 
tion, and if we did it what a 
difference that could make 
to the way we live. Its like, 
every smile, every time you 
open a door for somebody 
else, or give them your place 
in a line-up because you 
can tell they really need a 
break, or do something little 
for somebody else without 
having to break yourself to 
do it, you're making an 
investment in a better 
world, and the real bonus is, 
it all comes back with inter- 
est. 


JAKE FRIEDMAN 
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crimes 


WASHINGTON, DC June 20, 2001 - Arthur 
Cramer was covered in blankets asleep on a 
street corner one late December night when 
his friend, Ron Travis, heard him grunting. 
Ron looked over to see a group of teenagers 
stomping and hitting the 67-year-old man. 
He immediately picked up a large rock and 
started heading toward the group, appar- 
ently scaring them off. Arthur arrived at the 
Las Vegas, Nevada University Medical 
Center in critical condition. He died three 
months later. "He didn't say anything to 
them. He had his blankets over his head. 
That's the way he slept," Travis stated. 
Alarming stories such as Arthur 
Cramer's have come to the attention of 
homeless advocates nationwide over the 
past several years. Advocates and homeless 


shelter workers have received reports of men 
and women who are set on fire, beaten, 
harassed, killed and even dragged to death 

"If you would have asked me two years 
ago if hate crimes/violence against home- 
less people were a problem, a trend, | would 
have said 'no'," explains Michael Stoops, 
Director of Community Organizing for 
National Coalition for the Homeless (NCH) 
with more than 30 years of experience in 
homeless advocacy. "But in the fall of 1999, 
seven homeless men were murdered in 
Denver, and these incidents prompted us to 
find out just how common such incidents 
were, Much to our surprise, we found that 
such incidents were happening on a routine 
basis in all regions of the country," said 
Stoops. 

The National Coalition for the Homeless 
today released the annual publication, A 
Report of Hate Crimes and Violence Against 
Homeless People in the United States in 
2000. It compiles news reports such as 
Arthur Cramer's for the year 2000 and lays 
out recommendations to ensure that one of 
the most vulnerable groups in our society - 
those without permanent housing - are pro- 
tected against violent acts and hate crimes. 
The report aims to educate lawmakers, 
advocates and the public about the problem 


of hate crimes and violence against people 
who are homeless. 

Findings for the year 2000 include: span- 
ning 41 cities nationwide, 66 homeless peo- 
ple were victims of violence, including 43 
people who were killed. Sixty victims were 
male; five were female; and one unknown. 
Most perpetrators were between 18 and 35 
years old. From the previous year, the 1999 
report found 105 homeless people were vic- 
tims of violence, including 49 who died as a 
result of their injuries. These crimes occurred 
in 26 different cities, with 43 male victims 
and 16 female victims. 

Combining the numbers from the 1999 
and 2000 reports, a total of 171 hate crimes 
and/or violent acts against homeless people 
were reported in 63 different cities around 
the country. Undoubtedly, because there is 
no systematic method of documenting 
reports and incidences of violence against 
people who are homeless, this number is an 
under-representation of what is happening 
on our streets to the more than 750,000 
men, women and children who lack perma- 
nent housing on a given night. 

"When politicians and the mass media 
dehumanize people, they become victims of 
these types of crimes," explains Paul Boden, 
Director of Coalition on Homelessness in 


San Francisco. 

In the 2000 report, the National 
Coalition for the Homeless advocated imme- 
diate action to end the violence, including 
calling on the Department of Justice to rec- 
ognize publicly this serious national trend, 
to maintain a database that tracks these 
abuses, and to research the dynamics of the 
problem. Additionally, NCH lobbies for the 
inclusion of housing status in current and 
future hate crimes legislation. As a commu- 
nity-based initiative, NCH promotes aware- 
ness training at police academies and 
departments nationwide fortrainees and 
police officers on how to deal effectively and 
humanely with people who become home- 
less in their communities. 

"These horrendous hate crimes against 
people experiencing homelessness must stop 
now! We must protect everyone in our coun- 
try against all violent acts, regardless of 
their housing status," exclaims Sue Watlov 
Phillips, acting Executive Director of NCH. 


Both the 1999 and 2000 reports are available on NCH's 
website www.nationalhomeless.org 
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protest 
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porta-potties 


where 


are your 
children? 


Events like Canada 
Day are the price we 
will have to pay for 
children raised by 
strangers in daycare, 
while mother held 
down that job to pay 
for the second car the 
family needed for her 
to get to work and 
the two car garage to 
put it in 


y son, the anar- 
chist without a 
cause, Mr. “I 


know how to build a pipe 
bomb, but I don't know what 
I want to blow up yet.' was 
in mourning the day after 
Canada Day. He was on the 
north side of the river and 
missed "My sort of party!' 
My daughter, Miss 
Congeniality, who came over 
to Whyte because the line- 
ups for beer and, more 
importantly, porta-potties 
were too long at the Molson's 
bash, figures that if the city 
had at least staged a decent 
fireworks display not so 
many people would have 
been looking for more excite- 
ment afterward. One of the 
young ladies with whom | 
went to the FIAA Summit, 
cringes to think that now the 
protest movement will be 
stigmatized by the excesses 
of interpersonal violence and 
property destruction that 
happened on Whyte. 


The Whyte Avenue Riot 
has been deconstructed 
extensively in the media. 
However, all the emphasis 
seems to be on what police 
and city management 
should or should not have 
done, and should do or not 
do in the future to prevent a 
reoccurrence, This is not a 
problem for only police, civic 


government or the hospitali- 
ty industry to solve. The 
smashed cars, windows and 
beer bottles, the alcoholic 
frenzy, the fighting are just 
one way for our children to 
say to us, as we said to our 
parents thirty years ago, 
when the boomers reached 
the age of majority: 

"We do not respect you 
because you do not respect 
us. 

Individuals of all ages in 
the protest movement are 
very politically aware of 
their feelings of frustration 
with living in a world that 
does not value or respect 
them; or indeed value or 
respect any human values 
other than those of greed, 
power and profit. Protestors 
are pretty diligent about pre- 
senting their point of view in 
a controlled and disciplined 
manner. (Not that any of 
that matters when they 
encounter the riot squads.) 
The rioters on Whyte feel the 
same way. They have just 
not analyzed their feelings or 
created a structure within 
which to dramatize their 
feeling. This group just acted 
their feelings out, demon- 
strating to their parents and 
anyone else who wanted to 
know: 

"We do not value the sta- 
tus symbols that you sacri- 


ficed our childhoods to 
acquire." 

Events like Canada Day 
are the price we will have to 
pay for children raised by 
strangers in daycare, while 
mother held down that job 
to pay for the second car the 
family needed for her to get 
to work and the two car 
garage to put it in. Whyte 
Avenue is the price we will 
have to pay for forty-year- 
old men trading in the forty- 
year-old wife on two-twenty- 
year olds, leaving yet one 
more woman to raise resent- 
ful teenagers in poverty. 
Whyte Avenue is the price 
we will have to pay until we 
start talking to our young 
people as the adults they 
now are. 

There are explanations 
needed. Why are there noth- 
ing but minimum wage, 
twenty hour a week MacJobs 
unless young people are will- 
ing to mortgage their future 
in getting an education that 
is often obsolete in the job 
market before they finish the 
degree? Why is there no 
affordable housing? Why in 
a country and a province as 
rich in natural resources as 
ours do so few have so much 
and so many have so little? 
Most importantly, why as a 
society do we value so little 
our most important human 


resource, our young people's 
courage, intellect, energy 
and creativity? Whyte 
Avenue is the price we have 
to pay for two decades of 
complacent self-congratula- 
tions by government, media 
and citizens about how won- 
derful western civilization is 
while social, health and edu- 
cation programs are gutted 
and our children left to fend 
for themselves with TV for a 
babysitter and pop-tarts for 
breakfast. 

It's too late to go back 
and give these young beer 
bottle throwers a sane and 
balanced childhood. It's not 
too late to open up whatever 
lines of communication we 
still have with our twenty- 
something children and start 
listening to what they have 
to say. Otherwise, they are 
just going to have to shout 
louder. This is not a task 
only for police and civic 
authority. It is the responsi- 
bility of all members of both 
the generation in power and 
the one reaching adulthood 
to negotiate a mutually 
respectful relationship and 
an orderly and equitable 
transfer of power. Everyone, 
parents and children alike, is 
just going to have to grow 
up or watch violence esca- 
late. 


THERESA McBryan 


have seen that business has been 

suffering selling Our Voice papers, 

maybe due to the business or sad- 
ness thing that happened on Whyte 
Ave. I hope they don't blame low- 
income people for that. I've been trying 
to sell some papers down there, my 
wife's been trying to sell...there's been a 
lot of avoidance. My perception is that 
they blame it on low-income people. It 
was between welfare days, we had ne 
money. | don't think a bunch of people 
who are selling inner-city papers can 
cause those kinds of problems because I 
never saw one native person in those 
videos; I just saw a bunch of hot heads. 


Jim LABOUCANE 


For many Edmontonians, home 


t on the floor of an 


to the growing 


f homeless people 


banks. soup kitchens and 


shelters are 
surviving on the 
What most people don't 
they are only tw 
ay from li n 
at 5( 


CHIVERS 


— 
——— 


poe for workplace 
| justice and human rights 


| 


Bundingiarovided By: 


Canada Mortgage and 


Housing Corporation 
Human Resource 
Development Canada 
Alberta Law Foundation 


Procueac] [Bhyv2 


Native Counselli 
Services of Alberta 
dia Productions 
102A Avenuc 
1onton, Alberta TSH 0G6 
Phone: (780) 423-214] 
Fax: (780) 424-1173 
E-mail 


sales G bei iwpawmedia.ca 


Premieres at 
the Bissell 
Centre in 
August. Watch 
for details! 


| 
| 
j 
Rens atnptitasioaia 


eat | ROBERT P. CHRISTENSEN PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 


10426-81 Ave 
Edmonton, AB 
T6E 1X5 | 
PH: [780] 439-3611 

FAX: [780] 439-8543 | | 
www.cgklaw.net 


Barristers and Solicitors 
11450- 124 Street 


Edmonton, AB 


Robert P. Christensen 
Russell R. Wilkinson 


Phone: 454-0387 Fax: 454-0389 


General Practise of Law 


YARD WORK 
SPRING CLEANING 


or broker fees 
to work 24 hrs a day 


No placement, adminstration 
| Workers are availble 
| 7 days a week 


(Appointments made within work hrs.) 


| AVERAGE HOURLY RATE - $7.00 


Bissell Centre's 


Casual Labour Office 
424-4385 


Office Hours: Mon-Thur 7am-2pm 
Frid 7am-noon 
No fee job placement service 


CALL 424-4385 
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YOUR OPPORT UNIT Y TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
PARTICIPATE IN AN ALL NIGHT STREET WALK 
TO INCREASE YOUR AWARENESS OF THE 

| NEEDS OF OUR INNER CITY and to 
| HELP RAISE FUNDS FOR The Mustard Seed 


@ PHONE FOR REGISTRATION INFORMATION 
@ FORM YOUR TEAM OF 3 or 4 
@® RETURN COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORMS 
@ SIGN AND COLLECT PLEDGES 

INDIVIDUALS WHO REGISTER WILL BE TEAMED WITH OTHERS 


FOR REGISTRATION FORMS OR MORE INFORMATION 
PHONE 426-5600 


@® BRING PLEDGES TO ORIENTATION 
@® ATTEND ORIENTATION Sep. 29, 7 P. 


@ SPEND NIGHT ON THE STREET 
@ DEBRIEFING AND BREAKFAST 3 A.M! 


Meet the Street 2007 


YOUR CHANCE TO UNDERSTAND AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE 


ace 
in the 
hole 


o the undivided 
attention of the 
provincial govern- 


ment, my name is Ed the 
Ace. I am speaking and 
advocating on behalf of the 
disadvantaged people on 
welfare and AISH over the 
long and short-term in 
Alberta. All the Klien gov- 
ernment really does is make 
the lives of people on AISH 
and welfare a living hell on 


peanuts, depriving them of 
decent food and shelter, year 
after year, only giving little 


life 
in the 
igh-ri 


n the deep of winter her 

hours pass without the 

numbness of cold and she 
enjoys to jet around the stage 
for the dominion of the earth. 
She moves the earthly vessel in 
cruel ways that cause men to 
lay in rose-petalled beds and 
walk in fruitful orchards to full 
the taste of sweet wine. 


In the midst of a storm he 
allows the rain and hail of 
warmth upon his bare flesh 
only covered by the rags people 
left for him in their alleyways. 
He looks high above to the 
high-rise where she lives and 
wonders if her apartment is as 
bare as his own, living with 
nothing under the old oak tree. 
He dreams each day of the 
things that are already named 
and accounted for, but he has 
only known to care for his 
neighbor and to make sure he is 
understood when he needed to 
be understood. The hair on his 
face is natural and it's nicely 
: 0 place. Others look 
and soon are persuaded to be 
jealous by the beauty, though 
he is filthy as the bird that we 
never like to touch, knowing to 
ourselves falsely that it has dis- 
ease, and they shun him to 
never help with his love. 

Upon a walk through the 
grass of her apartment she 
comes out with an umbrella 
and asks him to get off her 
grass. Algernon looks at her 
with an unseen tear and asks 
her if the earth would like him 
to walk on the sidewalk? She 
stops and gives him an 
estranged look and he turns 
around and walks on knowing 
she is*in love but just too 
ashamed to admit her feelings. 

"Wait a minute...you tell me 
the earth feels your every move- 
ment and it speaks to you in 
riddles by the movement of the 
leaves?" She asked the man who 


I recently took a tour of 
some very cheap rundown 
neighborhoods like Norwood 


welfare and AISH money to 
the poor, just enough money 
to barely get by for food or 
shelter, very cheap AISH and 
welfare rates so that the 
scrooge government can line 
their own pockets at the 
expense of the poor and why 
not on the very rich people 
who don't need it at all. 


and McCauley: very disgust- 
ing, ugly, smelly old rooms 
filled with ants and cock- 
roaches, poor people had to 
share washrooms with a 
bunch of others in the build- 
ing, year in and year out, or 
walk down a crappy area. 
Kids feel totally unsafe. The 
government doesn't care at 


had not wanted her attention. 
'Why do you persecute me 
here amongst my home and 
shower?" "What?" She looks at 
him repulsed. "Look at me!" he 
said in angered mellow tone. "I 
am here whether you choose to 
have me or not and all I was 
doing was walking through 
impossible visions." He hid his 
feelings and all he wanted to do 
was to fall at her feet. She was 
the first person after many sea- 
sons to ever hear what he was to 
say intently. "I am going to go 
back inside my home with you. 
"No!" He replied. "Why?" A tear 
falls upon her chest over her 
heart. "You've never had to ask 
for anything in thine entire 
life..." In a soft tone of compas- 
sion he replied to his own words: 
"They just gave you the things 
you lust after." "You mistake me 
for someone else. Besides all you 
do is live a life of freedom and 
no work." "You're mistaken. All | 


er do is clean the garbage you 
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walk." "You can't call it yours!” 
She looks at him and with a 
sudden bite of her lip replies: 
"You don't pay as I pay." And 
Jane St. Clair falls to his feet 
with compassion. He steps back 
and falls to a knee and says 
"You don't know what you are 
asking and stop with your pity." 
(algernon) "You fool your cold 
words aren't like the heart I see 
in you. Why?" He starts to cry, 
then turns and runs off to a 
place where he could hide and 
she walks the direction he went, 
smiling in his rain. Her feelings 
had never been so messed up 
over a person who is nothing 
like her. 
1am who J say I am... 
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all if welfare or AISH people 
die because the government 
is greedy and always self- 
centered. We the people need 
to band together and fight 
the Klein government once 
and for all to get them to 
increase AISH and welfare 
payments. 


Eb THE ACE 
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fruitful 
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It is a cry of profanity that 
Alberta would let millions of 
dollars leave our country 
where children and single par- 
ent families receive less gov- 
ernment support than the aver- 
age Canadian child, allowing 
lower income families with chil- 
dren to become poorer and 
with 1000 Aboriginal families 
still lacking the means to pro- 
vide adequate housing and rea- 
sonable education. In declaring 
war on poverty in the commu- 
nities you reduce the number 
of casualties in our economic 
system, at the same time 
reducing crime rates. 


a wake-up call for 


Canadians 


compassion to challenge the constitu- 

tional struggles that have affected our 
moral dilemma of mental health and 
security of our lives. 


t is for the betterment of the desires for 


In seeking the independence of social 
justice we have taken issue with the basic 
fundamental rights of common law with 
regard to common needs and necessities. 
It is unfortunate that our democratic elec- 
tors should have to monitor the prejudice 
and arrogance of our citizens to show the 
lack of communication among our MLAs 
and MPs where political parties and poli- 
cies would interfere with constitutional 
freedoms of morality in the development 
of modernization. With the failure in 
their ability to perceive and learn from 
our past mistakes, our parliament mem- 
bers have caused a stranglehold in the 
process of controlling our government by 
reforming our constitutional rights into 
arguments of adequate and reasonable 
means of necessities of rights and free- 
doms. It has become the economic beliefs 
of our various governments, universities, 
banks of commerce, institutions both pri- 
vate and public, where we as independ- 
ent individuals have given up our own 
rights and freedoms as to how we govern 
ourselves and still maintain our own con- 
fusion of independent rights. As a people 
within all cultures we have lost the most 
important, fundamental building blocks 
of common law. With the discontent of 


each other we have caused a dysfunction 
on buriding on te rights ofeach other 
and those rights of the provincial govern 
ment and its administration of justice 
and social welfare. As individuals in the 
province of Alberta we have created the 
structure in which we have caused a sys- 
tem that has caused the collapse of our 
constitutional law and democratic rights 
as to the requirements of necessities need- 
ed to maintain social order in the family 
unit. With the cause of concern we put 
the forming of introduction of the 
National Party of Confederation of 
Alberta. It is the wishes of this party to 
establish a dedicated commitment to 
address and act on the matters that affect 
the moral and value of projects to 
improve the quality and welfare of peo- 
ple's lives. As this confederation of unity 
grows in promoting the interests and con- 
cerns of social welfare, education and 
health care in the way in which we gov- 
ern ourselves. Under the democratic rights 
of constitutional laws it is our intention to 
meet and surpass the requirements of 
necessities needed to maintain good men- 
tal health, and to maintain the right to 
housing, clothing, nutrition and includ- 
ing transportation. 

The Party of Confederations’ aim is to 
take the distracting arguments as to ade- 
quate and reasonable means and turn 
these arguments into that of knowledge, 
education, and logic. Although the bur- 
den of our people and our communities 
weigh heavily on the provincial and 
municipal governments of our province, 
it is also the mandate of this party to put 
an end to the possible corruption and 
slow moving process of political and tra- 
ditional administrative duties held by our 
senior officials, as to not providing the 
adequate rights of law to the encourage- 
ment of fulfillment in relation to educa- 


tion, health care, housing, nutrition and 
clothing. At the Party of Confederation 
we are calling to enhance the actions of 
all communities to making a declaration 
of absolute war on poverty. This has 
affected the lives of low-income and 
homeless families, including singles, the 
working poor and other unfortunate indi- 
viduals in our society. 

It is the vision of this new party whose 
objective under the Humanitarian 
Society, is to gain the functions of all non 
profit and charitable organizations, 
including churches to participate as one 
department of a new government. 

This approach can be gained through 
the support networks of our various com- 
munities and cities of Alberta. What 
makes this program unique is that the 
profits this new program of dealing with 
the underprivileged will go back into the 
communities creating a healthier and a 
stronger sense of accomplishment. Under 
the program of the Humanitarian Society 
people will become more involved with 
their communities where this will also 
create an environment for communities 
to work together on all projects of the 
future. Not only will we improve the qual- 
ity of peoples’ living conditions through 
this type of social system, we have also 
established a more effective program of 
policing poverty. It is a cry of profanity 
that Alberta would let millions of dollars 
leave our country where children and sin- 
gle parent families receive less govern- 
ment support than the average Canadian 


child, allowing lower income families 
with children to become poorer and.with 
1000 Aboriginal families still lacking the 
means to provide adequate housing and 
reasonable education. In declaring war 
on poverty in the communities you 
reduce the number of casualties in our 
economic system, at the same time reduc- 
ing crime rates. 

It is also part of the platform of this 
Party of Confederation to set in motion 
the legalization of all drugs. With over 
69% of people in Canada smoking mari- 
juana either on a daily basis or occasion- 
ally we have destroyed the legal process 
of independent rights. After years of test- 
ing there is no evidence that marijuana 
impairs memory or any other case of cog- 
nitive functions. There is so much evi- 
dence, in fact, that the New England 
Journal of Medicine has editorialized in 
medical marijuana's favor. Studies also 
show that newborns, infants and children 
show no physical, developmental or other 
medical defects related to parents smok- 
ing marijuana. Since 1970, after close to 
thirty years of research on humans, ani- 
mals and cell cultures the smoking of 
cannabis, even long term, is not harmful, 
and yet this is costing the taxpayers of 
this country ninety billion dollars a year, 
not to mention the hundreds of millions 
of dollars spent on ineffective drug pro- 
grams through our various provincial 
governments and in maintaining these 
programs it has cost the taxpayer his 
need of necessities in regard to housing, 
clothing and nutrition. 


DALE FERRIS 


Watch for further announcements 
regarding the Party of Confederation! 
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for the love of people 


Michele Markham not only loves people, 
she also enjoys her position as community 
liaison support worker at Bissell Centre, 
helping people with persistent and chronic 
mental illness. 

Michele, who has a social workers diplo- 
ma from Grant MacEwan Community 
College, has been the community liaison 
support worker since the summer of 1999 

The community liaison support workers 
duties when helping clients include acting 
as an advocate while sending clients to an 
i.l.s worker, better known as an independent 
living support worker. 

The i.l.s. workers’ duties would include 
referring clients to drug and alcohol treat- 
ment centers, showing clients how to budget 
properly, offering clients an array of social 
activities, helping clients keep their places 
organized, assisting them in finding proper 
accommodation and even helping them 
maintain their medication. 

In the two years that Michele has worked 
as a community liaison support worker, she 
realizes how unfortunate clients are who are 
constantly struggling with their psychiatric 
disorders. 

"I've learned a lot about what it's like for 
people who suffer with mental illnesses. 
How devastating it can be and how strong 
people are who live with a mental illness 


the people's 


columnist 


and are able to exist with their illnesses, 
that may include schizophrenia, manic 
depression, chronic depression and person- 
ality disorder 

Michele not only considers her position 
challenging but rewarding. "I think I have 
the best job here at the Bissell Centre. I'm 
given lots of freedom. | do a lot of outreach. 
I basically work the programs however | 
want to and it's fabulous. I get to go out 
with people. | meet with people in their 
homes. It's a great job being a source of sup- 
port so people can exist. 

Compared to the more extensive duties 
of the i.l.s. worker, Michele's duties are limit- 
ed. When a client needs more than 5 hours 
of support a week, Michele will refer them to 
an i.l.s worker. 

Every Monday between 1:30 and 3:30 
Michele, together with her counterpart, 
Jennifer Serniak from the Boyle Street Co-op, 
hold a cooking class. The class, held at 
Bissell Centre, is free-of-charge and provides 
a chance to socialize while cooking and eat- 
ing together. 

If you would like to find out more about 
the programs and activities offered to peo- 
ple suffering from persistent and chronic 
mental illness, contact Michele Markham at 
Bissell Centre, 10527 96 St., Edmonton, 
phone 423-2285, ext. 143, fax 429-7908. 
Office hours: 8:30 - 4:30, Monday to Friday. 


JOHN ZAPANTIS 


I've learned a lot about what it's like for 
people who suffer with mental illnesses. 
How devastating it can be and how strong 
people are who live with a mental illness 
and are able to exist with their illnesses Kae 


jake’s top ten 


Jake's top ten answers to: 
"Why don't you get a job?” 


1. | already have three. Which one should | quit to 


take the one you approve of? 


2. |'m self-employed. Would working for someone 


else be more satisfactory? 


3. Because I'm not certain that using your name as a 


reference would help? 


Dear Rhonda 


4. | intend too as soon as | save enough money 
doing this to pay for a haircut. 


5. Because | don't have a home address to put on the 
job application. 


6. Because If | had a job, my wife would be able to 
call me at work. 


7. If | had a job, I'd have to pay income tax, which 
means I'd be supporting a Government | don't 
approve of. 


8. | had one once, but we went on strike, so | started 
this so | can pay my union dues. 


9. | would, but I'm addicted to hypothermia (from 
standing in the rain, etc.). 


10. And not be able to see your smiling face every 
day? Sorry, can't do it. 


My girlfriend is always pressuring me to achieve 
more for myself. We love each other, but | feel 
she is trying to "control" me. | love her, but I am 
getting very frustrated. What should | do? 


Mr. BEAVER 
Dear Mr. Beaver 


You are an incredibly fabulous man, working 
hard all day in a demanding ceaselessly drain- 
ing job, and when you finally arrive home all 
pooped out, whose call is it if you are "achiev- 
ing enough of yourself" or not? 

Females are driven; | think it's hormonal, 
really. We're always driven by the agony of our 
mood swings. If we drink alcohol, use "sub- 
stances", have a crappy diet, not enough exer- 
cise, don't drink enough water, and then get 
PMS, it can get nasty. Only water has the cor- 


lf a girl doesn't take 
care of her own body 
she is doomed to have 
very shitty mood 
SWINGS. 


rect electrolyte balance for the brain and the 
body. Water out of the tap tastes nice in 
Edmonton at this time of year. If a girl doesn't 
take care of her own body she is doomed to 
have very shitty mood swings, up and down like 
a toilet seat. If she complains to you because 
she's not having enough fun, you might want to 
kindly suggest that she go volunteer somewhere, 
perhaps the Cross Cancer Institute or the food 
bank. I served at the food bank for three 
months. They are all wonderful people there. 
She may want to try bicycling, or swimming, by 
herself or with her friends. If she has any tal- 
ents, confront her to develop them instead of 
trying to suck all the energy out of you that you 
have left at the end of your working day, which 
you so need and richly deserve for yourself - 
your valuable free time, to figure out what it is 
that would please you until you have to go back 
to the trenches and slug it out for another dol- 
lar. 


RHONDA 
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Cafe Mosaics 


LETS 
Edmonton’s: 


Bobbi 
Onisimchuk 


afford. 


Obviously barter 


he Beverly Towne 
Community 
Development 


Society is sponsoring a 
not-for-profit Edmonton 
Lets Barter Community. 
"LETS" is an acronym 
for Local Exchange and 
Trading Society". It is 
the basis for a commu- 
nity development plan 
that helps low-income 
individuals and fami- 
lies trade for products 
and services they might 
otherwise not be able to 


trade pre-dates the 
monetary system 
national currencies 
only arrived when trad- 
ing pigs for a house 
became too cumber- 
some. National curren- 
cy facilitated industrial- 
ization, which in turn 
created many jobs; 
however, the centraliza- 
tion of the money sys- 
tem has served to cen- 
tralize the benefits of 
the system as well. 
Edmonton LETS fea- 
tures free registration 
that includes a credit of 
100 Talents (equivalent 


the month 


to $100 Canadian cur- 
rency). It also hosts 
monthly potluck social 
and trade nights. The 
next one is Wednesday, 
August 8, 2001 at the 
Beacon Heights 
Community League 
Hall (4418 - 118 Ave.), 
from 6:00 - 8:00 pm. 

For additional infor- 
mation, you can con- 
tact LETS Administrator 
Bobbi Onisimchuk, 
phone: 477-6333, fax: 
479-3246 


Cec GarFiN 


Every month, we will feature 
someone who has gone the extra 
mile to make a difference in the 
lives of those who are less fortu- 
nate. The Citizen of the Month will 
receive a dinner for two courtesy 
of Cafe Mosaics on Whyte 
Avenue. 
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"A lot of my customers are more 
than just someone who buys 
the paper and gives me money. 
They become real friends and 
they're supportive well beyond 
the financial aspect; they're sup- 
portive if my physical health is 
down." 


ecil Garfin has 
come a long way 
since his humble 


beginnings as an Our 
Voice vendor. The veteran 
vendor has achieved a con- 
siderable amount of 
progress since his earlier 
years as a vendor when 
Our Voice was known as 
the Spare Change 
Newspaper. Cecil started 
ending Our Voice back in 


Cecil was born and 
raised in Edmonton, the 
City of Champions." 
Considered a champion by 
many vending customers 
as well, he has champi- 
oned the cause for being a 
full-fledged member of 
Our Voice. 

He is also a very talent- 
ed writer, who was first 
published in Our Voice in 
December of 1994. He has 
also had recent stories pub- 
lished in the Boyle 
McCauley News. Cecil's 
had the wonderful experi- 
ence of having had three 
columns in Our Voice: 
Citizen of the Month, fea- 
turing the contributions 
and commitments of indi- 
vidual Edmontonians, 
Street Scene, which fea- 
tured non-profit groups as 
well as the talents and 
lifestyles of numerous 
street people, and Cec on 
the Town, a food column 
which was published for 
only a very short time. 

Cecil is also a talented 
poet, with a winning entry 
in Songs of the Street II in 
1996, and poetry pub- 
lished in three national 
best-selling anthologies, 
Songs of the Street II, III 
and IV. 

As well as his literary 
contribution, Cecil has 
been the weekend distribu- 
tor for the Southside since 


January, 1999. 

Our wise old vendor 
has some encouraging 
words of advice for rookie 
vendors, who tend to doubt 
their instincts when first 
vending Our Voice: " For 
vendors just starting out 
who haven't had experi- 
ence in any form of sales, 
there are a number of 
experienced vendors who 
re more than willing to 
share some ideas and show 
you the ropes. We're not 
helpless individuals and 
we're not against more 
vendors being available. 
There's lots of spaces in the 
city that are very good for 
selling the paper that are 
not being utilized.’ 

In more ways than one, 
Cec finds his vending expe- 
rience a rewarding one. "A 
lot of my customers are 
more than just someone 
who buys the paper and 
gives me money. They 
become real friends and 
they're supportive well 
beyond the financial 
aspect; they're supportive if 
my physical health is 
down." 

Cecil says, "I've had 
numerous customers who 
recognized me, knew | was 
the one writing the Citizen 
of the Month column, and 
recommended people to 
me, and for Street Scene, 
they recommended groups 
of individuals as well. This 
is a real help and appreci- 
ated." 

Our vending legend 
may be found standing 
proudly, vending the good 
word of Our Voice at two 
locations, 104 St. and 
Whyte Avenue or at 105 St. 
and Whyte Avenue and 
the Old Strathcona 
Farmers Market. 


JOHN ZAPANTIS 


Subscribe to OV 


Only $25 for a year’s worth 


of enlightenment. 
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